
Do you remember A Childôs 

Christmas in Wales--Dylan 

Thomasô story of his childhood 

Christmases?  He tells about 

the dayðthe family gathered, 

the presents, the afternoon with 

friends, and the music of 

Christmas night.  He ends the 

story with these words: 
 

Looking through my bed-

room window, out into the 

moonlight and the unending 

smoke-colored snow, I could 

see the lights in the windows 

of all the other houses on our 

hill and hear the music rising 

from them up the long, stead-

ily falling night.  I turned the 

gas down, I got into bed.  I 

said some words to the close 

and holy darkness, and then I 

slept. (58) 
 

So Thomas settles into Christ-

mas and sleeps a peaceful 

sleep. 
 

One of the overlooked joys of 

Christmas is the settling in to 

the day and to the season.  I 

love that long process of set-

tling in to Christmasðthe 

phone calls across the country, 

the nap on Christmas Day, 

opened presents under the tree, 

and the stillness that comes 

with Christmas night.  All the 

rush, all the frenzy is gone, and 

whatôs left is the quiet and 

peace, of Christmas. 
 

I love the days that follow 

Christmas.  They have a differ-

ent cast, a different hue.  They 

are gentler days.  Or maybe Iôm 

just gentler with myself.  I read 

a book from cover to cover.  I 

bake.  I take time to discover or 

rediscover sides of me lost in 

the press of  all the busyness of 

life. 

 

Part of settling into Christmas 

is watching for the moments 

when God bursts into our 

livesðthe little moments 

that remind us that Christ-

mas is a part of every day 

of our lives, that God is 

always being born in us 

and in our world. 
 

As you settle into Christ-

mas, keep watch for the 

Christmas moments in your 

life.   Let Christmas settle 

into you as you experience 

the deep peace Christmas 

brings. 

Blessings. 

 Susan + 
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Inside this issue:  

The Work of Christmas  

by Howard Thurman 

 

When the song of the angels is 

stilled, 

When the star in the sky is 

gone, 

When the kings and princes 

are home, 

When the shepherds are back 

with their flock, 

The work of Christmas  

begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among  

brothers, 

To make music in the heart. 
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