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| spent seven years living at the
edge of the high desert. The ad
justment to that arid climate and
seemingly barren landscape wag
difficult for me. | missed the
ocean and the morning fog. Andg
then | came to know the desert g
begin to appreciate the beauty o
LWV ODQGVFDSH 7
to the desert. A quiet peace thaf
comes in the early morning. Thd
thin air of the high desert has a
FODULW\ \RX GRQYWV
altitudes or in heavily congested
cities. You can really see the std
at night. When your eye becomg
accustomed to the landscape, y(
see the subtle nuances and begi
appreciate the beauty of the lang
People say the desert is a lumin
place, and that has been my ex-
perience of it. The light is differ-
ent, the air clearer, the sounds
muffled, the distractions less.

In his book Alleluia is the Song
of the DesertLawrence D. Hart
points out the importance of the
desert in our faith tradition. It wg
in the desert, that Hagar first me
God. The desert was the place
where Moses heard the sacred
name of God. It was to the des¢
that Jesus went after his baptism
And it was to the desert that mer
and women in the early church
withdrew in order to grow closer
to God.

Lent is a time that invites us into
the quiet and solitude of the desq
Lent is a time that invites us into
the simplicity stripped of distrac-
tions one finds in the desert. Le
is a time that offers us an opport
nity to reflect on that which sepa
rates us from God and repent an
turn again towards God. Lentis
desert kind of a time that remind
us of our radical dependence on
God. As the Taize chant puts it,
3*RG DORQH FDQ VD

This year, at Trinity, we will ob-
serve Lent in several different
ways. We will, as always, veil t}
cross. In place of flowers at the
altar, we will have greens. The
hangings will be purple. At our
10:30 service, we will use Euchg
ristic Prayer C, a more penitentid
prayer, and the preface will be s
not sung. At the end of each

service, | will ask you to bovx;l
your head before the Lord a
will offer a four-fold prayer.

Our soup suppers this year
will explore themes raised inI
'LDQH % X W Ctilistiabe
ity for the Rest of Us.On
February 13, we will discuss
%DVVIV FKDSWHU
Village Church; on February
20, our conversation will fo-
cus on the Christian practice
of Hospitality; on February
27, we will talk about Dis-
cernment what Bass refers
WR DV 3KHDULQJ
KHDUWYVY" RQ 0DU
will be on Worship. We will
conclude this series with a
conversation about thinking
theologically as we discuss
%DVVIV FKDSWHU
S5HIOHFWLRQ ™ &
chapters we will discuss will
be available at the back of tH
church the Sunday before
each supper.

On Sunday, March 2, we wil
hold two special servicés

one at 8:00 and one at 10:3(
That Sunday we will join with
the rest of the diocese in the
ZRUN RI GLVFRYH
call to our diocese through

At Easter, we bring these ca
tons to church and offer the
at the offertory in recognition
of the gift of the resurrected
Christ. There are many way{
to travel through Lent as a
family. In addition to Mite
boxes, you might have a
weekly family soup supper ab
a family at which you share
with your children Bible sto-
ries about moments when

people have encountered G
in the wilderness. Many fa
lies encourage their children
to take on a Lenten practice
such as taking a moment du
ing the day to say thanks to
God or adopting a particular
act of kindness towards othefs
such as writing a note to
VRPHRQH ZKR FD
church.

Please join me this year in t
way of the desert of seeking
the simplicity and solitude
that makes space for encou
ters with the Holy One of
God.

Blessings and Peace.
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structured conversations wit
one another about moments
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has been the use of Mite
boxes. These small paper

Church Information 6

cartons are used for people
save their changktheir

Calendar 7

3ZLGRZYV PLWH™ LI \RX ZLOO

Trinity Episcopal Church

The Rev. Susan Allison -Hatch,?ector

TRINITY TIMES

FRPH WR




