
Dear Friends, 

 

I love Easter hymns.  They 

are filled with joy and hope.  

One of my favorites is 

ñNow the Green Blade 

Riseth.ò  I particularly like 

the refrain:  ñLove is come 

again like wheat that 

springeth green.ò  As I look 

out the window in my study 

at the trees budding into 

green, I feel the hope of 

green blades rising. 

 

But I donôt have to look out 

my window to see the green 

rising this spring.  I only 

need look to Trinity and the 

budding of green in our 

communityðthe newness 

of life amongst us.  The 

newness of life of a young 

child baptized at the Easter 

Vigil; the newness of life in 

the beautiful music on 

Easter morning; the new-

ness of life rising in 

younger members of our 

community about to be wel-

comed as adults in our Rite 

13 Eucharist on April 27.  I 

see stirrings of new life in 

many parts of our commu-

nity.  New life in the con-

versations about what stew-

ardship means to us that we 

are holding on the fourth 

Sunday of every month;  

new life in the conversa-

tions on prayer led by Penn 

Lardner Sundays between 

the services; new life in re-

quests for more classes and 

more opportunities to share 

our stories with one another; 

new life in the Friends of 

Music Concert Series John 

Burke is launching May 4. 

The gardeners among us 

would say, and rightly so, 

that converting a green 

shoot to a thriving plant 

takes work and patience and 

great deal of time.  We all 

need to join in the work of 

nurturing new life in our 

community.   Nurturing 

takes many different forms.  

Sometimes itôs as simple as 

showing up on Sundays; 

sometimes itôs as quiet as 

holding our community in 

prayer; sometimes itôs trying 

your hand at something you 

havenôt done before; some-

times itôs letting go of ex-

pectations and delighting in 

the shape the green blade 

takes in its rising. 

 

The gardeners among us 

might also point out that 

great gardens donôt develop 

spontaneously.  Thereôs a 

plan, a vision, of what the 

garden will look like at full 

season.  On Saturday, May 

3, we as a community will 

join together to listen to 

Godôs call to us and to begin 

to frame a vision of our 

communityôs future.  It is 

vital that we all participate 

in that conversation.  Please 

mark your calendars and 

save the date.   It takes a 

congregation to raise a vi-

sion. 

 

ñNow the Green Blade 

Risethòðriseth in our lives.   

Nurture the growth.  Delight 

in the joy. 

 

Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Susan+ 

FROM THE RECTOR 
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THE GROWING EDGE  

Look well to the growing 

edge.  All around us worlds 

are dying and new worlds are 

being born; all around us life 

is dying and life is being 

born.  The fruit ripens on the 

tree, the roots are silently at 

work in the darkness of the 

earth against a time when 

there shall be new leaves, 

fresh blossoms, green fruit.  

Such is the growing edge!  It 

is the extra breath from the 

exhausted lung, the one more 

thing to try when all else has 

failed, the upward reach of 

life when weariness closes in 

upon all endeavor.  This is 

the basis of hope in moments 

of despair, the incentive to 

carry on when times are out 

of joint and men have lost 

their reason, the source of 

confidence when worlds 

crash and dreams whiten into 

ash.  The birth of the childð

lifeôs most dramatic answer 

to deathðthis is the growing 

edge incarnate.  Look well to 

the growing edge!  Howard 

Thurman  



I have been rereading Archie Smithôs sermon from Susanôs installation and am once again struck by his state-

ment that ñno one person can do ministry alone.ò He goes on to talk about Moses and the expectations that the 

Israelites had. Do you remember their complaints? And then Moses complained to God. And God told Moses 

to tap the resources of the peopleðselect leaders who can help shoulder the burdens. It takes the proverbial 

villageðthe whole congregationðto do the work. And we can do this work because we have God on our 

side. 

 

Our parish challenges are not nearly as dramatic and those of the Israelites, but our changes can be uncomfort-

able. In our Parish Profile in 2006 we identified a number of hopes for our future. The most consistent mes-

sage was our desire was to see ña clear vision for growing the parish.ò This will be hard work for the Vestry, 

for the Rector, and for you. On May 3, we will have an opportunity to shape our vision for the future. What-

ever we want will require us to make changes, to communicate, and to cooperate in new and different ways. 

Let us embrace our future together in our ministry. 

 

Ann McDonald 

Senior Warden/Rectorôs Warden 
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THE MINISTRY OF GREETING  
 

Some people find it easy and natural to greet people whenever their paths cross; others, perhaps more re-

served, hesitate to approach those whom they do not recognize as friends. But Trinity Church is  

usually acknowledged to be a òfriendlyò church, not one about which it might be said, ñI visited your church, 

and NOT A SOUL spoke to me.ò  A few years ago our church decided to invite individual members to 

become ñgreetersò at the front door of the church.   
 

On their appointed Sunday, two people would greet friends and strangers alike, making sure that those who 

were new learned about the coffee hour and met our priest. The system worked well for two or more years, 

then was abandoned because people moved to another community, or needed to change for other reasons; the 

ushers took over the function. 
 

 Greeting people does not cost any member anything except the effort of time and attention, while a smile and 

a friendly handshake can have reverberating effects far beyond the giver¹s expectations. It is a part of that lar-

ger concept of HOSPITALITY, which in our August TRINITY TIMES Reverend Susan said she so much ap-

preciated on finding it here.  Isnôt ñhospitalityò that nameless thing most people seek when they decide to 

come to church?  Oneôs need for God drives us initially, but above the sermon, the music, the cookies, the 

conversation, is the sense of companionship we may be lucky enough to find and come away satisfied.  

 

As we make a greater effort toward Hospitality in our church, is  it time to endow some people with the minis-

try of  ñgreetingò as a small piece of that effort?  What do you think?  See you in church, or at 938-9361 if 

you have an opinion.   

Peg Steele 

5th SUNDAYS 
 

We will have special services on the fifth Sunday of the monthðsomething that happens four times each year.  

Our 8:00 service will be a service of Morning Prayer with a short meditation.  Our 10:30 service will be a 

Taize service with communion and a short meditation.  The Worship Committee (Rev. Susan, Heather Ander-

son, John Burke, Lorraine DeVore, Linda Dowd, Jean French, and Beth Graver)  welcome your feedback 

about these services. 
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Miracle from Misery  
Many, including some at Trinity, are dealing with serious problems; chronic illness, disabilities or deep grief -

- most of them hidden.  These trials seriously impact the lives they affect.  Some are in wheelchairs, others 

suffer severe depression, some experience alcohol or drug abuse.  Others yet, endure abuse by family mem-

bers. My trial is that I have autoimmune diseases which cause the body to set about destroying itself.   
 

Such serious problems cause sadness, often depression and anger.  Bitterness, despair  and resentment can fol-

low.  If these are allowed to fester, the Holy Spirit cannot reach the hurting heart.  For those hearts are only 

aware of their own agony.  Their only release is to reach out to the God of love, mercy and understanding who 

is always ready to receive these souls with open arms.   
 

This requires a huge step of faith -- the kind of faith that only the prayers of others can bring about.  Without 

the willingness to trust our loving God, situations become unbearable. The soul can feel that he or she is not 

worthy of Godôs time or effort.  In truth, none of us are worthy, in ourselves, but Christ died for us so that we 

may become worthy.  Some feel they have no great accomplishment to offer God and therefore feel too 

ashamed to go to him. 
 

I have been caught in some of these mindsets but through his bountiful and unspeakable love, and the gener-

ous help and prayers of others, I was able to persevere -- a huge, undeserved grace.  Godôs love warmed my 

soul as I reached out to him in faith -- and I was wonderfully set free. 
 

THEN, CAME A MIRACLE.  In a sudden moment, like an instant flash of lightening, I realized that I could 

wrap my diseases, as well as my trust, into one great bundle of love and present it to God as my gift of grati-

tude and confidence. I now realized he had been watching over me, providing for me, all along. With that act 

of confidence, I was filled with an unexpected, radiant joy!  
 

I still have my diseases but what I also have, which I didnôt have before, is the sure knowledge of my Fatherôs 

love and a heart filled with peace and gratitude. If you have not yet received your own miracle, I earnestly 

pray that you will receive it this Easter Season.    

God knows of your trial, he loves you and he is waiting to bless you !           Judith Rose  ô08 

Buildings & Grounds Update 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ²hwY 5!¸ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мнǘƘ ŀǘ фŀƳΦ  !ƭƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

 

Big thank you to the following that attended the work day on March 8th: 
  

Barbara Cobb, Roy Countryman, Alice Day, Penn Lardner, Lucy Maushardt,  

Bruce MacKay and Dale Stokes. 

 
Update from the Buildings and Grounds Committee 

 As we begin to look toward our future, we canôt overlook our history.  However, we have pressing needs. 

Building on the work that was started last summer on the property, we are continuing to address 

problems with our irrigation system.  The cost to replace the aging and broken irrigation system to 

a more cost effective system exceeds our budget. We have updated the irrigation system on the north 

and east side of the church, the front triangle area and the Memorial Garden . Trinity needs your help to main-

tain the grounds until we development an over-all master plan for the future.  The cost to provide a limited ef-

fective irrigation system for Abbott Courtyard and the grounds between the classroom building and Spain 

Street would be $3,500.00.  Please consider a contribution to the Buildings and Grounds Committee to aid in 

this maintenance.   

The Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Allan Cobb, Roy Countryman, Lucy Maushardt, Jack Powers, Leon Scarbrough,  and Wendy Haber 
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Wednesdays (11 a.m.):   

Book Readers & Discussion:  
We are currently discussing The Faith club. 

 

aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ IŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǐ Friends Helping Friends:   
The ministry offers grocery shopping and 

other errands, rides to church and other local 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ άŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎƘŜǎέΣ ŜǘŎΦ   
Call Harriett Hopkins at 707-996-7951, 
 if you would like to volunteer to be a 

άaŀǊǘƘŀέ ƻǊ  
if you need assistance.  

 
F.I.S.H. Sunday:  

(Friends In Sonoma Helping)  
every Second Sunday of the month. 

 Please bring non-perishable food items only.    
next F.I.S.H Sunday is April 13th. 

MUSIC AT TRINITY  
 

Beginning March 2, we will be adopt-

ing a new approach to music at Trinity.  

In February, the choir decided that they 

would sing on the first Sunday of the 

month. On the 2nd-4th Sundays we will 

have soloists  and on the 5th Sunday we 

will sing Taize chants. 
 

In conjunction with these changes, we 

have formed a Friends of Music group 

which is sponsoring concerts and rais-

ing money to support music at Trinity.  

The first Friends of Music concert, a 

concert with Shelia Whitney, soprano 

and John Burke, organist will be held May 4th at 3:00pm.  

The second concert of the season will be held June 22 at  

3:00 pm.   

 

GLEANINGS FROM OUR LENTEN SERIES  

During Lent, we held a series of classesðconversations reallyðbased on Diane Butler Bassôs book, Christi-

anity for the Rest of Us.  Amazingly, there were more people at the last class than at the first class.  Every 

week someone who did not attend Sunday worship joined in the class. 

 

Our last conversation explored the notion of thinking theologicallyðreflecting on our faith.  We read about a 

parishioner at a church in Scottsdale, Arizona, who said, ñIôm a questioner....Thatôs encouraged, asking ques-

tions in faith.ò  We then listed all the big questions that came to mind for us.  Among the questions raised that 

night:  Who is Jesus?  What is Grace?  Where is God in suffering?  How in the name of oneôs religion can one 

take on wars or justify capital punishment?  Is there a core truth that if we claim it we make others wrong?  

What legitimacy do the books left out of the Bible Have?  Is the Anglican communion excommunicating us?  

Why is a young person taken and an older person spared?  What about Bishop Spong?  What does it mean 

when we call Jesus the only Son of God?  How do we reconcile original sin and beloved of God?  What is all 

the talk about ñENO TIMESò about? 

 

The people gathered around the table that night concluded with two more questions:  ñWhy canôt we continue 

soup suppers?ò and ñWhen are we going to get back to these questions?ò 

 

In response to those questions, we decided to begin a ñFirst Wednesdayò program.  On the first Wednesday of 

every month, we will meet at 6:30 for a Holy Spirit pot-luck supper and a spirited conversation about hard 

questions.  The first in the series (Wednesday, May 7)  will explore the question ñWho is Jesus?ò  Short read-

ings will be available in the narthex on Sunday, May 4. 
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APRIL 2008 TRINITY WORSHIP LAITY SCHEDULE  
 

 8:00      10:30    

      EMA    EMB 

4/6  Cathy Good     Bill Burrell   Susie Hand 

4/13  Linda Watson     Jessica Harper  Claire Ginesi 

4/20  Heather Anderson    Bridget MacKay  Norma Barnett 

4/27  Mandy Cimino    Susie Hand   Linda Dowd 

 
READERS (PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NOW 2 READERS AT 10:30. READER #1 WILL READ THE OT  

LESSON & PSALM; READER #2 WILL READ THE NT LESSON)  

DATE 8:00 READER #1 READER #2 

 

4/6  John & Jenny Randall   Beth Graver   Deborah Feore 

4/13  Felicia Pearce     Harriett Hopkins  Joseph Jacobs 

4/20  Lucy Maushardt    Helen Marsh   Beth Graver 

4/27  Nina Wilson     Tim Allison-Hatch  Judith Rose 

Monthly: 
Pastoral Care  

 Thursday, April 10th, 1:00pm 
Altar Guild  & Worship Committee 

 Tuesday April 15th, 10:00am 
{ǘΦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΩǎ DǳƛƭŘ  

Tuesday, March 15th, 11:30am 
Vestry  

Thursday, April 24th, 7:00pm 
 

Weekly: 
Office closed for Administrative work  

Mondays 10:00am-12:00pm 
aŜƴΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘ - Mondays, Noon at the Red Grape 

Eucharist & HealingτWednesdays, 10:00am 
Adult Study ς Wednesdays, 11:00am 
Staff Meeting ς Thursday, 2:00pm 

Centering Prayer ς Saturdays, 8:00am 
He Rite I ς Sundays, 8:00am 

HE Rite II ς Sundays, 10:30am 

APRIL PRAYER LIST 
 

Christina Arden   Harv & Jeanne Doron Charles & Carolyn Nelson   Bess Shaw 

Linda Dowd    Nancy Percival  Edith Tepovich                     Florence Haydt   

Suzanne   Marty T.    Bill Blackburn             Rosalyn & Gennaro 

Jennifer OôHara  Jerry Scott   Albert Hand              Jenny  

Mary Ann Weller   Larry Brunke   Mark                Eunice Rodriguez 

Muriel Schwandt  Gladys Burke   Michelle   Judith Rose    

Andy Coburn   Michael Chipchase  Marie Miller    Tom McAleese 

Whitney Gilman  Maxine Mabry   Kathy Jenkins  Phyllis Soave 

Cleo Forkner   Charles Cook                         Vanessa Derby  Joe Derby  

Matias Morales   

APRIL LECTIONARY READINGS  

DATE  OT:         PSALM:    NT:    GOSPEL: 

6  Acts 2:14a, 36-41  116:1-3, 10-17 1 Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 

13  Acts 2:42-47   23   1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10 

20  Proverbs 3:1-7  119:89-96     Matthew 13:47-52 

27  Acts 17:22-31   66:7-18  1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21


